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                              Deciduous teeth                  Dr-AZHAR 

   The deciduous teeth are 20 in number. They start erupting at age of 6.5 

months (mandibular central incisor), and then finish at age of 20-30 

months. The importance of the deciduous dentition: 

1. Allow proper mastication. 

2. Prevent malocclusion. 

3. Guide the eruption of the permanent dentition. 

4. Phonetics. 

5. Esthetics. 

Estimation of dental age  

1- To evaluate the general health distribution (eruption of each tooth 

pair is symmetrical). 

2- To know the age of foreign children. 

3- In forensic dentistry, to know the victim. 

 

Primary dentition  

Age Crown 

development 

starts 

Crown fully 

formed 

Eruption 

3-6 m. in utero A B C D E   

3-6 m. after birth  A B D  

6-9 m.  C A B 

1 year  E D 

1 ½ year   C 

2-2.5 year   E 
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Permanent dentition  

Age Crown 

development 

starts  

Crown fully 

formed  

eruption  

Birth -6 m 6 1 2 3   

3-years 4 5 7 6 1 2  

6-years  4 5 7 3 6 1 2 

1- years   3┐ 

12- years   4 5 7 ∟3 

 

        The roots of the deciduous teeth are fully formed after eruption, then 

after a while resorption of these roots starts until exfoliation of the 

deciduous teeth occurred, followed by eruption of the permanent 

successor teeth. 

The eruption sequences of the deciduous teeth according to their eruption 

times are: 

Tooth Eruption time m. 

A┐ 6.5 

B┐ 7 

∟A 7.5 

∟B 8 

D┐ 12-16 

∟D 12-16 

C┐ 16-20 

∟C 16-20 

E┐ 20-30 

∟E 20-30 

 

 Primary teeth: - There were no differences in the time of eruption in 

gender, while the lower teeth earlier than upper teeth. 

Permanent teeth: - Girls earlier than boys and lower teeth earlier than 

upper teeth.  
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The differences between the deciduous and permanent teeth.

  

 

General differences 

1. The deciduous teeth are 20 in number, while the permanent teeth 

are 32 in number. 

2. The deciduous teeth are smaller in all dimensions than permanent 

teeth. 

3.  The enamel of the deciduous teeth is whiter and more opaque so 

they are whiter than the permanent teeth. 

4. The deciduous teeth show less morphology variations. 

5. The enamel of deciduous teeth is thinner (0.5-1 cm), while in the 

permanent teeth it is (1.5-2.5 cm). 

  Crown differences. 

1- The crowns of the deciduous teeth are more constricted at the 

cervix. 

2- The cervical ridges in all deciduous teeth are more prominent. 

3- The intercuspal distance of the deciduous teeth is more constricted 

buccolingually. 

4- The crows of the deciduous anterior teeth are wider mesiodistally 

as compared with the crown’s length. 

Root differences 

1- Lack of root trunk in the deciduous molars. 

2- The roots of the deciduous teeth are shorter, weaker, and narrower. 

3- The roots of the deciduous molars are wider than the crown, to 

allow more room for the development of the successor permanent 

teeth. 

The E┐resemble the 6┐, except that the primary tooth is smaller in all 

its dimensions. The buccal surface is divided into three cusps that are 

separated by a mesiobuccal and distobuccal developmental grooves. 

The cusps almost equal in size. Two cusps of all most equal in size are 

evident on the lingual surface and are divided by a short lingual 
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groove. The 6┐ is situated distal to the E┐, while the E┐ with number 

5┐.   

                  

 


