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                            Ethics in Dentistry                   

       Ethics in dentistry: - it is the moral obligation (duties) of the dentist 

towards the patients, his professional colleagues and to society at large. 

Micro-ethical: - they focus primarily on individual's rights and duties 

and do not see individuals as part of wider social order. 

Macro-ethical: - principles guide the conduct of population, based 

research and practice. Macro-ethics can be defined as asset of principles 

designed to protect the human dignity. 

Ethical principles 

       Ethics is the part of philosophy that deals with moral conduct and 

judgment. There are several principles that health care professional must 

be aware of in the practice of their profession. 

1- To do no harm (non-maleficent). 

2- Do good (beneficence).  

3- Respect for persons 

4- Justice 

5- Veracity or truthfulness. 

6- Confidentiality. 

1-Do good no harm 

        To do no harm non maleficent is generally attributed to 

"Hippocrates" it's considered to be the foundation of social morality. 

        Iatrogenic disease is the name we give to doctor induced illness and 

all us in dental field have seen over hanging restoration cause periodontal 

diseases or failure to sterilize instruments cause an infection. The dentist 

in case where pain cannot be avoided can make attempts to minimize the 

pain.  

2- Do good (beneficence) 

      A concept also traced to Hippocrates, is required of all health care 

providers, it should be the role of dentists and dental hygienists to benefit 

patients as well as not to inflict. 
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     The expectation of the patient is that the care provider will initiate 

beneficial action and that there is an agreement between the doctor and 

the patient that some good will occur. The attempts should be to 

maximize the benefits and minimized harm. 

3- Respect for persons 

        Respect for persons incorporates at least two other ethical principles 

of which autonomy dictates that health care professional respect the 

patient
'
s capacity for self-determination in making decisions concerning 

their treatment. Patients should not be bystanders in their treatment but 

active participants. Dentist some time attempt to direct a patient toward a 

particular made of treatment by stressing certain advantage and not 

mentioning disadvantages. It's unethical to mislead patient. 

4- Justices 

      Justice demands that each person be treated equally. The principle of 

justice calls for an obligation to protect the weak and to ensure equity in 

rights and benefits both for groups and for individuals. 

5- Truthfulness  

        The patient-doctor relationship is based on trust. The dentist may 

feel that it would be better if the patient took a certain course of action 

and therefore manipulates the information that is given to the patients. 

6-confidentiality  

          It’s a principle that can be traced to the Hippocras. Patients have 

the right to expect that all communications and records pertaining to their 

care will be treated as confidential. It's very natural to want to gossip 

about a patient particularly if it is someone famous or possibly a 

neighbor. 

 I – The duties and obligation of dentist toward the patient:- 

1- Every dentist should be courteous sympathetic friendly and helpful. 

2- He should observe punctuality in fulfilling his appointments. 

3- He should establish a well merited reputation for professional 

ability and fidelity. 
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4- A dentist should not permit considerations of religion. Nationality, 

race party politics or social standing to intervene between his 

duties and his patients. 

5- Information of a personal nature which may be learned about or 

directly from patient. 

It is also the obligation of the dentist to see that his auxiliary staff 

observed this rule.  

2- Towards profession / professional colleagues 

         The dentist has to rember that the treatment and cure of the 

disease depends on the skill and prompt attention showed to the 

patient. It's unethical to putdown another dentist to the patient; it is 

not duty-bound on the dentist to treat the family of his fellow. 

Professionally without charge but it is professional courtesy.  

 Duties of dentist towards one another:- 

1- Every dentist should cherish a proper pride in his or her colleagues 

and should not disparage them either by act or word, 

2- When the dentist is entrusted with the care of the patient of 

another, during sickness or absence, mutual arrangements should 

be made regarding remuneration. 

3- A dentist called upon in any emergency to treat the patient of 

another dentist, should be when the emergency is provided for 

retire in favor of the regular dentist but shall be entitled to charge 

the patient for his services. 

             If a dentist is consulted by the patient of another dentist and the 

former finds that the patient is suffering from previous faulty treatment at 

once with as little comments as possible and in such manner as to avoid 

reflection on his predecessor.  

The following are considered unethical 

1- Paying or accepting commissions. 

2- Undercutting of charges in order to solicit patients. 

3- If the planning treatment is beyond the dentist skill the patient is 

not referred to a consultant. 
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4- In case of an emergency consultation during the temporary absence 

of the patient's dentist temporary service is provided and the patient 

is not sent back.  

5- If consulted, the dentist accepts charge of the case without request 

of referring dentist. 

6- Illegal practice by others is aided. 

Some unethical practices: - 

1- Practice by unregistered person employed by the dentist. 

2- Dentist signed under his name and authority issuing any certificate 

which is untrue misleading or improper. 

3- Dentist advertising whether directly, or indirectly, for the purpose 

of obtaining patients or promoting his own professional advantage. 

4- Use of Bogus Diplomas etc. 

5- Allowing commission. 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


