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 Requirements of an Acceptable Classification:

It should:

1. Permit immediate visualization of the type of partially edentulous 

arch. 

2. Permit immediate differentiation between bounded and free 

extension RPD. 

3. Serve as a guide to the type of design to be used. 

4. Be universally accepted.

Kennedy’s Classification:
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Prime purpose is to enable a dentist to clearly communicate to a listener. 

A workable classification helps to create order from many numbers of 
possible combinations of missing teeth and edentulous spaces



Most widely used method of classification

 Proposed in 1923 by Dr. Edward Kennedy of New York.  

It is based on the relationship of the edentulous spaces to the 

abutment teeth (position and number of spaces). 

Composed of four major categories: Cl l, Cl II, Cl III & Cl IV 

          (from most common to least)

Class  I  (Cl  I):  Bilateral  edentulous  areas  located  posterior  to  the 

remaining natural teeth.

Class  II  (Cl  II):  Unilateral  edentulous  area  located  posterior  to  the 

remaining natural teeth.

Class  III  (Cl  III): Unilateral  edentulous  area  with  natural  teeth  both 

anterior and posterior to it.

Class IV (Cl IV): Single, bilateral edentulous area located anterior to the 

remaining natural teeth.
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Applegate's Rules:

They are 8 rules to govern the application of the Kennedy system:

Rule 1: Classification should follow rather than precede extractions that 

might alter the original classification. 

Rule  2:  If  the  third  molar  is  missing  and not  to  be  replaced it  is  not 

considered in the classification. 

Rule 3: If the third molar is present and is to be used as an abutment, it is 

considered in the classification.
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Rule  4:  If  the  second molar  is  missing  not  to  be  replaced  that  is  the 

opposing  second  molar  is  also  missing  and  is  not  considered  in  the 

classification.

Rule 5: The most posterior edentulous area or areas always determines 

the classification. 

Rule 6: Edentulous areas other than those determining the classification 

are  referred to  as  the  modification spaces  and are  designated by their 

number.

Referred to as            mod. (ex: mod 1, mod 2…etc.)
Rule 7: The extent of the modification is not considered, only the number 

of additional edentulous areas.

Rule 8: There can be no modification areas in class IV arches. Because any 

edentulous area lying posterior to the single bilateral area determines the 

classification. 

Classification According to the Type of Support of the R.P.D:

1. Tooth  Supported  RPD  (Tooth  borne)  removable  partial  denture, 

where the loads are distributed on abutment teeth only. 

2. Tissue  Supported  RPD  (Tissue  borne)  removable  partial  denture, 

where the loads are distributed on supporting tissues only. 
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3. Tooth  and  Tissue  Supported  RPD  (Tooth  and  tissue  borne) 

removable partial denture, where the loads are distributed on both 

abutment teeth and supporting tissues.  

EXAMPLES:

! !  

                                   Cl III mod. 1                      Cl III mod. 1

!

Cl II mod 1
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For further information see:

Stewart's Clinical Removable Partial Prosthodontics
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