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Facial artery: 

 

The facial artery arises from the external carotid above the lingual artery. It 

passes upward beneath the posterior belly of the digastric and the stylohyoid muscle , it 

runs upward on middle & superior constrictor muscles of pharynx, lying under cover of 

angle of mandible, it hooks around the postero-superior surfaces of submandibular 

salivary gland, then it appears in the face at antero-inferior angle of masseter muscle. It 

consists of two portions: a cervical and a facial. The branches of the cervical portion of 

the facial artery are the ascending palatine, tonsillar, glandular, and submental. The 

facial branches are the inferior labial, superior labial, lateral nasal, angular, and the 

muscular.  

Lingual nerve: 

The lingual nerve descends between the ramus of mandible & medial pterygoid 

muscle; then it passes near the posterior end of mylohyoid line. It continues antero-

inferiorly between the mucous membrane of floor of the mouth & body of mandible, 

then it hooks bellow the Wharton’s duct and runs medial to it. It gives two branches to 

submandibular ganglion, branches to mucous membrane of anterior 2/3 of the 
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tongue& floor of the mouth and branches to sublingual salivary gland and lingual 

gingival. 

  

Submandibular ganglion: 

Small ganglion lies on the upper part of hyoglossus muscle, suspended from 

lingual nerve by two short branches, the posterior branch carries preganglionic 

parasympathetic fibers carried by lingual –chorda tympani nerves, while the anterior 

branch has the postganglionic fibers to rejoin the lingual nerve to be distributed with its 

branches. From the lower border of the ganglion very minute branches arise as 

postganglionic fibers to the submandibular gland. 
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Hypoglossal nerve: 

This nerve originated from medulla oblongata, leaves cranial cavity through 

hypoglossal canal, runs downward forward superficial to ICA & ECA, hooks beneath 

occipital artery, passing superfacial to hyoglossus muscle and then deep to  mylohyoid 

muscle, it runs on hyoglossus muscle with the lingual vein, below wharton’ s duct. At the 

anterior border of hyoglossus muscle it gives off its branches: to supply hyoglossus, 

genioglossus, geniohyoid, & intrinsic muscles of the tongue. 
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Sublingual salivary gland: 

This gland lies on the mylohyoid muscle, between mandible & genioglossus 

muscle. It raises the mucous membrane covering its superior surface to form sublingual 

fold. It is the smallest of the major salivary glands, touches its fellow in the median 

plane above the origin of genioglossus, the lingual nerve & submandibular duct lies 

medial to it. Numerous small ducts (8-20) open into the mouth on summit of the 

sublingual fold. 

 

Nerve Supply Parasympathetic secretomotor supply is from the facial nerve via 

the chorda tympani, and the submandibular ganglion. Postganglionic fibers pass 

directly to the gland. The arterial supply is from sublingual branch of lingual artery. 


