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1950’s Dentistry Defined 
The art and science of repairing or replacing lost, damaged, or diseased 

portions of the human dentition 

 

Present Day Definition  
 Repairing/replacing lost and diseased portions of the dentition. 

 Preventing their breakdown. 

 Restoring or creating esthetic beauty in the dentition. 

 

Restorations in Dentistry 
 Replacing what is lost through disease or traumatic injury 

 Recreating contours and appearances that nature provided 

 Improving on what formed naturally. 

 

Silver Amalgam 
 Restores decayed surfaces. 

 Used in posterior teeth 

 

 

Direct Composite 
 Tooth colored restoration 

 Always used on anterior teeth 

 

 

 Some posterior applications  

 

 

Indirect Restorations  
 Castings made using impressions and models 

 Use of lost wax technique 

 Gold or composite 

 

Full Coverage 
 Called caps or crowns 

 Made of all metal, metal covered by 

porcelain, or all porcelain  
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Prosthesis 
 An artificial replacement for lost tissue. Ex. A complete denture or an 

artificial limb.  

 

Prosthodontics 
The area of dentistry specializing in prosthetics.  

 

Fixed Bridge 
 Replaces one or more missing teeth. 

 Cemented to place. 

 Abutments/pontic 

 

Removable Partial Denture 
 Made of cast frame and acrylic saddles and 

teeth. 

 Anchored by clasps 

 

 

 

Complete Dentures  
 Fully edentulous patient. 

 Acrylic bases and acrylic or porcelain teeth. 

 

Dental Implants 
 Titanium root form posts. 

 Holds in single crown, overdenture, fixed 

bridge  
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Material Science 
Is that part of the physical sciences that seeks to explain the properties 

and performance of materials by examining their internal structure. 

 

Biomaterials 
Are man made materials used to replace tissues or functions in intimate 

contact with living tissues. 

 

Dental Materials 
Are biomaterials used in or around the oral cavity. 

The goal is to understand why materials behave the way they do and what 

the clinician can do to maximize the performance of these materials. 

 

Classification of dental materials 
1. Restorative materials: used to replace lost oral tissues. These 

include filling and crowns, dentures, and maxillofacial prosthesis. 

2. Impression Casts and Models: used to produce replica for oral 

tissues. 

3. Cements: include 

-Luting agent: used to gluing crowns and bridges. 

-Bases and Liners: insulating layer under the restoration.  

4. Temporary Materials: used for a limited period of time like 

temporary crowns and temporary restorations. 

5. Preventive Materials: used to prevent decay or trauma like pit and 

fissure sealant, mouth guards, fluoride trays. 

6. Polishing Materials: used to remove a thin layer of the restoration 

surface or remove plaque from natural teeth. 

7. Implants: specialized materials used to replace the root portion of 

lost teeth. 

8. Specialty Materials: are unique to certain field of dentistry like 

sutures in oral surgery and rubber bands in orthodontics. 

 


